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      CHAPTER ONE


      Consider Him





We are told in Hebrews 12:2–3 (NIV), “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the authour and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”


“Consider Him.” Those are powerful words, because at one time or another, we all grow weary. Our hearts so easily faint, and we find ourselves on the verge of giving up. No matter how great the accomplishments in your life are, how many degrees you hold, how many books you have read or how determined you are to persist to the end, losing heart comes to us all.


But there is a way to not lose heart. That is found in keeping Jesus before us, fixing our eyes on Him and considering Him. Following the Lord closely is the most precious thing in this life. And it is only in fixing our gaze on Him that we are able to endure whatever comes along.


Think about the disciples who followed Jesus. After Christ’s resurrection and ascension,severe persecution arose under the Roman emperor, Nero, in AD 54–68. Gladiators slaughtered hundreds of believers, many were fed to hungry 	ions and still others were crucified. Surely these believers must have prayed for God’s intervention, but the persecution and suffering were not eliminated. How, then, were they able to endure such great opposition? Certainly this persecution would have been enough to turn away even the most devoted saint. But it didn’t happen. Why? Because their eyes were fixed on Jesus. Church history tells us that in the midst of such tremendous persecution the believers would encourage one another to “remember Jesus!”


When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to death, Acts 7:55–56 (NIV) tells us that he “looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ ” It was in seeing Jesus that Stephen found the strength not only to live for His Saviour, but to die for Him as well.


Notice that it was not the great need to get the Gospel to all people that gave Stephen the fortitude to continue even when persecuted. It was not the depravity of the unredeemed that kept the disciples enduring until the end. It was only because of Jesus. The good work you are doing or the fruit you are seeing can never be enough to keep you going. Only in seeing Him will you find the strength to endure all things to the end.


Hundreds of times, by different reporters, presidents and prime ministers from all over the world, St Teresa was asked the same question: “What makes you do what you are doing? How do you keep going?” Never was her answer, “There are so many lepers in India. There are so many poor people in India. The suffering and needs are so great.” No. Her answer was always the same. She would simply reply, “Because of Jesus.”


And this is how I want to encourage you also. In everything, at all times, look to Jesus. Come to Him and remember Him. I can say this to you because I have learned from my own experiences how easy it is to wander. How easy it is to get so caught up in all that happens in life, becoming sidetracked and losing our focus. But our hope and our life
are in seeing Jesus.


He Is Our Rock


A sure guarantee to become discouraged and fail is to consider the circumstances you face. It was Peter whom Christ called to come and walk to Him on the water. And, considering Christ, Peter stepped out of the boat and onto the water—and began walking! But it is when he started to look
around and see the raging waves that he began to sink. He simply could not accept that what he was doing was reasonable. And when he considered his circumstances, he began to sink.


This tells us that our circumstances, whatever they may be—friends or relatives rejecting or opposing you, health failing, business in trouble, people whom you trusted and looked up to no longer walking with God, the list can go on and on—can cause us to lose heart.


Remember Apostle Paul? Anyone reading the book of 2 Corinthians, even superficially, will be stunned by the persecution, difficulties and suffering Apostle Paul encountered in his life: In labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—besides the other things, what comes upon me daily . . . (2 Corinthians 11:23–28).


Humanly speaking, it is difficult to grasp or comprehend how a man could go on with this kind of intense suffering. Not only did he face this suffering from outsiders, but also from people who were very close to him, he experienced such rejection and loneliness. In the time of difficulties, most of his friends ran away (see 2 Timothy 4:10).


How on earth did Apostle Paul survive? The answer is given in 2 Corinthians 4:1—“Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.” That simply means the thing that kept Apostle Paul going, in spite of all the difficulties, was his constant consideration of the Lord Jesus Christ—for it was He who went before him, the One who was with him and the One who had called him. The very
first thing Christ told Paul were the things that he must suffer for His sake (see Acts 9:16), and he never forgot that.


What kept St. John, Christ’s beloved disciple, from despair when he was exiled and all alone in a forgotten land on the island of Patmos? We read in the first chapter of the book of Revelation about St. John’s “Christ encounter.” In the midst of feeling forsaken and with every reason to be discouraged, we find St. John looking to Christ—and what a remarkable encounter he had!


We have the choice to deliberately think about the Lord in the moments our hearts begin to become overwhelmed with the circumstances of life. It is a choice we make and one that can eventually become a habit. In every situation, every day, in all things, let us consider Christ, who He is and His promises for us. For “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). He never changes. He who was able to keep Apostle Paul and St. John until the end is able to keep you as well. The only One whom we can draw strength from and depend on for all that we need is Jesus.


Our Answer


St Matthew 24:12 says, “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.” This means that the discouragement we face and the way things go wrong all around us can become reasons for us to lose our attention and our affection toward Christ. And that becomes the reason for our downfall.


In reading Psalm 73, it’s almost as if you’ve opened the personal diary of a man struggling with this very issue. It speaks of how, when he looked around and saw the prosperity of the wicked, he almost lost his faith. He even came to the verge of denying God and walking away. But then, toward the end of the psalm, we read that when he came before the Lord and considered the Lord, he understood all things as they
are. He cries out in the end, saying, “Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You” (Psalm 73:25).


The psalmist is essentially saying, “No longer do I desire the easy life of the wicked, their wealth or their seeming happiness. The only thing I desire on this earth is You, O Lord.” He looked to the heavens not to see what God could give him to make his life a little nicer. He looked to the heavens because he realised the Lord is the only one who matters. The most important thing and the only thing is to pursue the Lord Himself and gaze upon Him. Jesus is the answer for everything in this life.


This makes me think back to when I was in seminary 25 years ago. The blessings were many, and I am grateful for the godly professors I learned from. Those years were spent researching and gaining knowledge of the Scriptures. I studied Greek and Hebrew, philosophy and history, ancient culture and missions. It’s an honest thing to say I was a very bright, very good student. But somehow, at the end of all my learning, spiritually I was dying.


I lost Jesus. I studied, researched and learned all about Him, but somehow I lost Him. It was at this same time, toward the end of my senior year, that I began leading a parish and preaching four times a week! That is not an exaggeration to prove my point. You may not hear this from other preachers, but honestly, I was losing Jesus even in the midst of much ministry. Sure, here and there I saw Him. Here and there I embraced Him. Here and there I wept before Him. But it was not a consistent thing. And I grew weary, wanting to give up the ministry the Lord gave me.


But I look back now and thank God for the few months of that “dark night” of my soul. It was during that time that I began to pursue and embrace the Lord again. I began living again and each day loving Him. He was no longer distant and far off, but near and continually before my eyes. I realised then, and still do today, that I have only one need. That need is Jesus.


That truth affects my relationships with the people around me as well. There is nothing that draws me close to someone except that he or she loves Jesus. It used to be that there were a thousand criteria I looked for in a person before I could accept them. I had my measuring scale upon which I weighed everyone. But now there is only one thing that matters: Does he or she love Jesus? No longer does it concern me if they use a different translation of the Bible. No longer does it matter if they subscribe to the doctrinal fine points that I believe. It doesn’t matter if they are conservative or liberal in this or that. It is no longer an issue of dress or speech or anything else. It is only an issue of Jesus. The older I get, the more and more I learn that there is nothing more important than Jesus Himself.







  
    
      


      CHAPTER TWO


      He Is Our Hope





Some years ago, a young man came to our office in India for a job interview. I will never forget that evening. This man was seeking to join the staff and teach at one of our Bible schools. He was an extremely brilliant man, having received his doctorate in biblical studies from a very prestigious university.


As we sat down to talk, the first thing he said was, “Metropolitan, I am spiritually bankrupt.” This startled me! This was the first time meeting him, and he says “I am spiritually bankrupt”? He went on to explain the experience he had gained and the positions he had held in the past, listing the salary for each. Then he said, “Metropolitan, I could do a good job here for you. But
please don’t take me because I can do a good job. Take me because I need help. I know all the doctrines, the Greek and Hebrew; whatever you want, I can teach it. But my
heart is empty. I feel if I can be here, I will find Jesus again. And if I can be a help to you in the process, I would be glad to teach here.” With all his knowledge about the Bible and theology, he was still far away from the Lord Himself. 


But there is a way to not lose heart. That is found in keeping Jesus before us, fixing our eyes on Him and considering Him. Following the Lord closely is the most precious thing in this life. And it is only in fixing our gaze on Him that we are able to endure whatever comes along.


Only in Him


The truth is, we can learn all the doctrines and be fundamental in our convictions yet still live with emptiness and be spiritually blinded. The way back begins with taking that first step—confessing our spiritual need. Through honesty and repentance, we are given clear eyes to see the glory of Jesus once again, and the veil that clouds our hearts is removed (see 2 Corinthians 3:16).


Our survival and hope are not based on how much we can do or how well we can obey. Our hope is not in how many verses we can memorise or how much doctrine we know. Our survival is only in the person of Jesus. In Him is everything we need. He is our hope.


To the one who has lost sight, slipped or failed, Jesus is waiting to receive him. He does not say, “Okay, tell me about all the sins you have done.” In Gospel according to St Luke chapter  15, the father never asked of the prodigal son, “Where did you go? How much money did you spend? How many sins did you commit? What did you do? Tell me before I make a decision about what to do next.” No. There was not a word said along those lines. When the son came back, it was all embracing, consolation and joy.


Who Has Not Failed?


The question is, who has not failed? We all are weak, failing people. In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,[1] Edmund, one of the four children who first entered the land of Narnia through the wardrobe, falls prey to the evil White Witch who turned the glorious Narnia into a cold land of constant winter. Edmund had betrayed his fellow companions, and the Deep Magic of Narnia said that all those who were traitors rightfully belonged to the White Witch, who now planned to kill Edmund. The only thing that could reverse the law of Deep Magic was a
sacrifice of blood.


But Aslan, the great Lion who sang Narnia into existence, came to defeat the White Witch and kill all who belong to her—which now included Edmund, whom Aslan
loves. Some alternative had to be reached to save the life of Edmund.


In private, Aslan speaks with the White Witch and chooses to give up his life as a ransom so that Edmund may live.


The scene is very moving and graphic as Aslan walks alone to the stone table and submits himself, without any resistance, to be tied up before his enemies. They mock and jeer, clipping off his long mane and beating him. Finally, after all this, the long dagger of the White Witch is thrust into Aslan’s heart, and he dies.


This was the only way Edmund’s betrayal could be reversed and his life spared. True, he had failed and betrayed, and a price must therefore be paid. Aslan became that ransom for the life of Edmund.


Didn’t Aslan—being all-knowing and all-powerful—know that Edmund had fallen prey to the White Witch and was a betrayer? Surely Aslan knew. He knew all that Edmund had done and all that he would do in the future. But Aslan also knew that the only
solution was to sacrifice his own life on the stone table.


You see, this is a picture of Christ dying on the cross for our sins. Once while counseling a brother who was in despair
because of the sins and the failures in his life, I reminded him, “When the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross, He forgave all your sins, no matter what you have done or how you have failed. The sins you commit now and everything that you will ever do until the last second of your life here on earth—all of it is covered by Christ.”


When we fail, the Enemy often uses those times to fill our hearts with guilt and pain. This can even drive some people to the verge of suicide. But there is power in recalling what Christ has done and why He did it! It was His love for us—His everlasting love (see Jeremiah 31:3). If only we would turn our eyes away from ourselves and our failures and see Christ!


Jesus died on the cross not only to take away our sins and to spare us from hell, but also to continue to deliver us from the power of Satan. He does that through teaching us and training us to grow and become strong through failures and struggles.


How incredibly significant are the sacrifice and price our Lord Jesus paid for our lives to be ransomed from the Enemy. But how sad for us to so often forget it, especially in the times we need to remember it the most.


If ever we find that we have lost sight of Jesus or have failed in some way, we can always turn back to Him. Even if the whole world writes you off because of your failures, Jesus is always there. Jesus didn’t give up on Peter even when he denied Him three times. In fact, even before Peter messed up, Jesus had
prayed for his restoration. Jesus told Peter, “But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren” (St Luke 22:32).


Even when everyone around picks up stones to hurl at you, Jesus will be there. He will never join in the condemning. He will say, like He said to the woman caught in adultery and about to die at the hand of her accusers, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more” (St John 8:11).







  
    
      


      CHAPTER THREE


      Point to Jesus





I heard it said one time, “The church is not here to meet the needs of the people, but to connect them to the only one who can.” How true that is.


Early one morning my telephone rang. The call was from a senior leader of our work in India. He called to speak with me about a problem he was having with an older staff member. This particular man had served with our ministry for quite some time and was responsible for overseeing a vital part of the ministry. However, a few days prior to this phone call, a younger brother was placed over the older staff member as his leader. And because this man was older and had been with the ministry longer, he would not
submit to the younger man. He refused to carry on any work with a young man as his leader.


When I heard about the situation, I said to the senior leader, “Somehow, somewhere along the line, he has lost sight of Jesus. Now he is looking at his ability, his skill, his position and his wisdom. Somehow he thinks that he should be above this younger leader.” I continued, “This didn’t happen overnight. It is only that it just came into the light through this situation.”


I continued to speak to the senior leader, saying, “I will pray with you, and you should gather the rest of the leaders together and pray as well. I encourage you to re-read Watchman Nee’s book [1]and look in the Scriptures at the life of Korah, Saul and others. Look at the fall of Lucifer. See how these didn’t submit and how they resisted God’s authority. And then, in contrast, see Jesus. See how the Son of Man lived and died in total surrender to the Father and to those the Father put over Him.”


Then I said, “After that, call the older brother and share with him the things you read. Always remember, you must point him to Jesus. If you can paint Jesus before him,
you will have succeeded.


“Pray that he is able to see what you are saying. Pray that he is able to see Jesus. Then give him the opportunity to be restored. Restoration is what we want. That is our
goal. Always remember that if you have to err, err on the side of grace. But after you have pointed him to Jesus, if there is no repentance, then please ask him to leave. You
have no other recourse.


“Even if you have to shut down the whole
operation that he is in charge of, that won’t
be a problem. There are other people who
can step in to run it. Running that part of the
ministry is not important compared to his
following the Lord.”


And you know what? A few days later
I got a message from the senior leader
saying that the older man had repented. He
was able to see Jesus, in His humility and
submission, and the problem was solved.
The answer is always Jesus.


The best thing we can do for anybody is
to point them to Jesus. Only when we keep
Jesus before us can we then live and work
with one another in love and humility. But
if we are not connected with Him, if we lose
sight of Him, then we have thousands of
reasons for disunity, fighting, discouragement
and all kinds of problems.


Remember Job? God said he was the
most righteous man in all the earth (see Job
1:8, 2:3). He endured horrible trials with no
knowledge of what was going on behind the
scenes. His wife and his friends didn’t help
him. They didn’t point him to God; they only
got him more confused. Job despaired of life
because it seemed God had deserted him.


But then we see what pulled Job out of
his despair. It says in Job 42:5–6 (NIV), “My
ears had heard of you but now my eyes have
seen you. Therefore I despise myself and
repent in dust and ashes.” Isn’t that interesting?
Before Job had heard a lot about God,
but now he saw Him. And when he saw
Him, everything made sense. The questions
stopped. The arguements with his friends
stopped. The struggles stopped because Job
saw Jesus.


The same thing happened with Isaiah.
When Isaiah saw the Lord, he said, “Woe
is me, for I am undone!” (Isaiah 6:5). After
seeing the Lord and repenting, Isaiah became
the man God could use to speak to His
people.


The best disciple, the most effective
witness of Jesus, is one who points everybody
not to himself, but to Jesus.


This is exactly what the Holy Spirit came
to do—to point people to Jesus (see St John 15:26). And all of creation—everything—points to Jesus. The entire Old Testament
points to Jesus, while the New Testament is
a fulfilment of who He is. The Bible is not
a book full of doctrines; it is a book full of
Jesus.


Why do we point to Jesus? When I see
Jesus, I see the truth—that I am nothing. He
is all there is. I have nothing to offer you, I
have nothing to offer the beggar and I have
nothing to offer the lost world, except Jesus.
Apostle Paul asks a very good question in
1 Corinthians 4:7, “And what do you have
that you did not receive?” Think about that
for a moment. Apostle Paul goes on in that
same verse to say, “Now if you did indeed
receive it, why do you boast as if you had
not received it?” That understanding helps us
to always look to Jesus and point others to
Him. We have nothing but what we receive
from Him.


This is our purpose in studying the
Word—seeing Jesus so that we might point
others to Him. You can study book after
book of the Bible and still never see Jesus. A
friend of mine once said, “You will never find
more carnal, self-centered, ungodly people
than you find among the so-called fundamental,
Bible-studying, Bible-memorising
group.” They know the whole Bible, but somehow they miss Jesus. Jesus said to the
Pharisees, “You search the Scriptures, for in
them you think you have eternal life; and
these are they which testify of Me. But you
are not willing to come to Me that you may
have life” (St John 5:39–40).


So, I encourage you, when you read the
Bible see if you can find Jesus. Don’t study
just to know how to do something. Don’t
study to find another rule you can follow.
Some people are not really following Jesus;
they are following the teachings of Jesus. That
is the problem with us many times. But study
to see Jesus. Desire to see Jesus.







  
    
      


      CHAPTER FOUR


      Seeing Him





One of our great difficulties in life is that we try to understand Christ and relate to Him in terms of time and space. When we talk about being near someone or looking at someone, we think in terms of our eyes and ears and distance. But time and space are only relevant to us as finite beings. God is everywhere and feels all, which is why the psalmist declares, “One cannot hide from Him anywhere, He is closer to us than our own being.” If that’s the case, we must conclude that our seeing the Lord has to do with our spirit, our inner man, rather than our natural eyes. That’s the reason Apostle Paul, in his incredible prayer for the believers, prayed that “the eyes of [their] understanding [may be] enlightened; that [they] may know what is the hope of His calling .” (Ephesians 1:18).


Apostle Paul’s prayer emphasises having the eyes of our understanding opened. We could read through the four Gospels and record
everything about Christ—how He lived, what He did and what He said—and try to live by that like using a “how-to” book about changing our behaviour or building friendship or maintaining good conversation. Yet we still will never be able to see the risen
Christ of glory and be changed by Him if the eyes of our understanding are not opened.


It says in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” In the Word we see the face of the Lord Jesus Christ. And as we gaze upon Him we see the nature, the character and the presence of the Lord. As we gaze upon Him and meditate on Him from the depth of our heart, the Holy Spirit within us begins to transform us and change us from within. Our attitude changes, our feelings change, our evaluations change and our decisions change. Our external circumstances may stay the same, but inside we are transformed. Our eyes have been opened, and we see our risen Saviour. And it’s no longer despair and melancholy and hopelessness—but rather hope, strength and confidence that come from the Lord.


It is the one who seeks that finds. It is the one who knocks that the door is opened to. How often we live through years of our
life in our own strength, struggling, striving and fighting, while all it takes is for us just to pause and wait in His presence. Then we will hear His voice and see everything from His perspective.


Always with Us


In the book The Horse and His Boy,[1] by C.S. Lewis, the main character, Shasta, is lost in a dark forest. He can’t see anyone or
anything and does not know how to find his way. He is scared, and most of all, he is totally exhausted. His problem is not just
that he is discouraged, but he is also full of self-pity, totally rejected. Seated on his horse, Shasta wanders in the pitch-dark
along terrible, narrow mountain trails. Shasta doesn’t know what to do. He is separated and alone and doesn’t know where to
go. Suddenly, in the midst of this awful loneliness and despair, he is startled by a new awareness.


Shasta discovered that someone or somebody was walking beside him. It was pitch dark and he could see nothing. And a Thing (or person) was going so quietly that he could hardly hear any footfalls. What he could hear was breathing. His invisible companion seemed to breathe on a very large scale, and Shasta got the impression that it was a very large creature. And he had come to notice his breathing so gradually that he really had no idea how long it had been there. It was a horrible shock.[2]


When Shasta begins to hear the warm breath, he cautiously asks, “Who are you?” To which the creature, who is the great lion Aslan, answers, “One who has waited long for you to speak . . . Tell me your sorrows.”[3] As a result, Shasta is no longer scared, but comforted.


Shasta was no longer afraid that the voice belonged to something that would eat him, nor that it was the voice of a ghost. But a new and different sort of trembling came over him. Yet he felt glad too.[4]


Just like Shasta, we too often get lost in the dark. No matter what we do, we simply can’t seem to find the Lord or hear Him.
What should we do in those times? I believe one of the significant things we can do is to remember that whether we see Him or not,
hear Him or not, He is still with us. We must learn to quiet ourselves and wait, asking the Holy Spirit to open our inner eyes to see Him and to hear Him.


Recognise Him


One of the most powerful ways to see the Lord, on a constant basis, is to be aware of events that happen every single day, seeing God at work in the little things—the email you receive or the telephone call; a letter or just someone saying a word of encouragement; a song you heard or something you read. Perhaps you were driving on the road and switched lanes, only to realise that that change of lanes spared your life from a terrible car accident. The Lord orchestrates the circumstance of our life with His own hand. We need to develop a habit of seeing the invisible with the heart’s eye.


A couple of years ago, my wife, Gisela, was in our master bedroom doing some writing. She spends many hours sitting at the desk in our bedroom, quietly writing various pieces for the ministry. At this particular time, I was overseas in Asia visiting the mission fields. The morning was normal; she was busy writing and concentrating on her work when, all of a sudden, she felt an urge to get up from her chair and go to the kitchen to get a drink. She got up, walked to the kitchen and opened the refrigerator. Suddenly, she heard a loud explosion, as if someone had dropped a bomb into our bedroom. She ran back to see what had happened and discovered a large SUV in the middle of our bedroom.


Two teenagers had been driving on the road in front of our house, and for whatever reason, they had lost control of the vehicle. In full speed, the SUV crashed into our house, completely demolishing the brick wall and totaling the vehicle. Can you imagine what would have happened if Gisela had been sitting at her desk for just a few minutes longer? It would have been a whole different story. She would no longer be writing.


How wonderful it is to know that angels are watching over us. As the chorus goes, “His eyes are on the sparrow and I know He
watches me.”[5] But the question is this: Are we able to see His face, His eyes and His concern in events like these? Can we see the face of
our Lord during tiny little conversations, in the breeze or in the flower, in the smile of a child or as we drive along the road? When
we can’t see Him or feel Him, we should deliberately look for Him, to see His care and His presence all around us. And if you listen closely enough, if we quiet ourselves long enough, as Shasta did, we too will realise He has been right alongside us the whole time. And that will change everything for us.


Our problem often is, like Elijah, we are trying to see the Lord and hear Him in the midst of huge events and experiences. But
often, more than you realise, He will reveal Himself in a still, small voice and in so many tiny events and encounters. Most miss it. Keep your eyes and ears open—you will see Him and you will hear Him. For He Himself has promised, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). And He always keeps His promises.






  
    
      


       Conclusion





There is a beautiful chorus that goes, “Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.”[1]


All the difficulties, all the pain, all the letdowns, all the delays and all the suffering and sacrifice will grow dim when you look to Him.


It is when I look to the world that I begin to have problems. Peter walked on the water when he looked to Jesus. But the instant he stopped focusing on Jesus, he saw the wind and waves and he began to sink (see St Matthew 14). It is when I look away from Jesus that I begin to sink.

It is when I look to other people that I begin to have problems. When I compare myself with you, then I begin to have problems. But when I look to Jesus, I have His perspective. Then I see that I am in great need. Then I see that I am a sinner. And I see His grace and mercy and love for me. I see His power. I see His glory. His holiness surrounds me.


And that is the key—seeing Him. That is more important than anything in this whole world.










  
    
      


            Prayer





O Lord, whom have we in heaven but You? You are our only hope. You keep us going. Lord, I pray that You would help us turn our eyes to
You, that we might see You and worship You. For those who feel they have lost sight, Lord, I pray that You would restore their vision and help
them to see You once more, full of love and grace. Father, help us to see You in the little things, the ordinary things. And may our new sight give us the strength to continue on for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.







  
    
      


         

If this booklet has been a blessing to you, I would really like to hear from you. You may write to: Believers Eastern Church Publications
Synod Secretariat, St Thomas Nagar, Kuttapuzha P.O., Thiruvalla-689103, Kerala India. Please send an email to publications@bec.org.
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 Believers Eastern Church




Believers Eastern Church has its faith and practices
rooted in God's Word, the apostolic doctrines, the Nicene
Creed, and holy traditions of the ancient church. We
are thoroughly evangelical in nature, eastern in worship,
democratic in function and episcopal in governance.


Our church represents more than three-hundred
languages, ministering inter-culturally, near-culturally
and cross-culturally. We represent the orthodox faith in a
relevant way, never compromising with the culture, but
actively bringing Christ's love to all of humanity in word
and deed, regardless of caste, creed or religion.


We follow the liturgical tradition of worship established
by the church fathers, with Holy Communion as the
central rite of regular worship. Worship should be Spiritfilled
and personal. Simultaneously, the Spirit breathes
life into the rites of community worship and unites us
to worship Jesus as one Body. Believers Eastern Church
believes that the sacraments are a means to receiving grace
and are essential to the spiritual growth of God's people.


We are episcopal in governance, which means we affirm
the ancient and traditional form of church leadership of
episcopas, priests (presbyters) and deacons as demonstrated
in the Book of Acts and brought to maturity by the church
fathers.



For more information, visit www.bec.org
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        A Journey with Jesus to the Cross
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          Season of Lent is a journey to spiritual growth,
renewal and an opportunity to know the Lord Jesus more
intimately and closely. We must hear the Lord speaking
to us all along the way as the journey continues so that
our heart-attitude will become more like His. The way
to attain this is by deliberately choosing an attitude of
confession, denying of self, fasting, meditation, prayer
and supplication. And, the life is enriched with humility
of Christ and service to others. This daily devotional will
do just that: bringing the focus upon Jesus and enabling
spiritual renewal in our walk with the Lord.





        Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/a-journey-with-jesus-to-the-cross-ebook

Believers Eastern Church
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          We live in a synthetic world of make believe and pretense. We long for reality, but lack of authentic information often leaves us confused. With tens of thousands of christian denominations, one wonders which one is authentic and represents the truth that we all seek. Is there a plumb line, a touchstone that will help us find what is real? The authour of this booklet believes that there is an answer to our dilemma. He explains where we may find guidance, and why that guidance is sure and true.




           Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/believers-eastern-church-ebook



Bible Reading Calendar
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            Reading and meditating on God’s Word is like oxygen for our spiritual life. Accordingly, this must become a daily habit for each individual and family. This Bible reading calendar will help you read through the entire Bible in a year, and be your guide on your journey through the seasons of the church year.

              


 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/bible-reading-calendar-ebook

        
       Celibacy and Church Leadership
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         Why some eastern churches mandate celibacy for their bishops? It is a reasonable question to ask since ‘Believers Eastern Church’ adheres to the Eastern ‘lineage of the church’, and in most of these churches, bishops are required to be celibate (that is, they don’t marry). Another question is regarding the official ceremonial outfit that bishops were, specifically the skull cap or masanapsa. Is it connected to this mandate of celibacy? What does the Bible say about bishops’ celibacy? Is there a holy tradition of the church to support this view?




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/celibacy-and-church-leadership-ebook


        
          Core Values
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             This booklet outlines the Core Values of Believers Eastern Church worldwide. Included with each core value is an explanation and practical application for godly transformation.
In the measure in which each member of our church becomes devoted to Christ, they become godly in their life. And as they change more and more in the image of Christ, they will become more effective as living witness to the Lord Jesus.

For this reason, we have developed the ten core values that are based on the Word of God and the teaching of the holy traditions of the ancient church.





 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/core-values-ebook


                Don’t Call Any Man Father
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          Is it wrong to use titles like Father, Priest, Vicar, Episcopa etc. who are leaders of the Holy Church? Some people are vehemently against using titles for church leaders such as Father, Priest, Reverend, Clergy, Metropolitan, Catholicos, Pope, Holy Father, Vicar General, Archbishop and so on. They insist that using these terms to refer to people is the same as taking God’s name for them. They have an argument against each title. Even calling somebody a priest, they say, is to live under the Old Covenant.

But we read in St Matthew 23:9 that Jesus said “Do not call any man your Father” (NIV). What does it mean? Is it wrong to call our biological parents ‘father’ or our instructors in school and college 'teacher?'

In this booklet we discuss the background and the meaning of Christ’s statement.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/dont-call-any-man-father-ebook


                          Eucharist
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             Eucharist is one of the sacraments of the Holy Church that the Lord Jesus told us to do. The sacrament of Eucharist is the most important sacrament. Known as the crown of sacraments, Holy Communion is one of the holy mysteries of the apostolic church, which was instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ. In this booklet, we will explain this unexplainable and awesome mystery to the extent that we can understand it.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/eucharist
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                Two harsh realities we must recon with.

One - western Christians must come to grips with the harsh reality that they are living in the post-christian era. “Today” as Rod Dreher, the authour of the book ‘The Benedict Option’ says, “a new post-christian barbarism reigns. Many believers are blind to it and their churches are too weak to resist.” Is there any hope for recovery?

Two – eastern nations are in the pre-christian era. The Himalaya size challenge is, how are we going to fulfil the Great Commission among these nations?

Yet, the timeless, unchanging promise of Christ remains firm – “I will build my church” – not by human methods or strategy, but by the Holy Spirit and the suffering of His people. This is the true orthodox faith of the ancient church and the Fathers who taught us…if only we will obey.

In this book, the authour explains timeless principles that will help us to find our way out of this maze we are in and become part of the 'one, holy, catholic (universal), and apostolic church.'




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/guiding-principles-ebook


                        Head Coverings
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           This book is for every sister who has ever been asked, “why do you wear that thing on your head?” and for everyone who has ever asked this question.

In this simple yet informative booklet, Dr K.P. Yohannan Metropolitan addresses the topic of head covering for the church today. In an era in which we are encouraged to question everything, he provides compelling answers from the Scriptures, showing how this long-standing symbol means much more than it seems.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/head-coverings-ebook


                      Holy Unction
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         There are times in our life when we need God’s help desperately. The Holy Unction is one of the sacraments meant to meet our needs during times of sickness, to bring hope and healing for body, soul and spirit through prayer and through anointing with holy oil.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/holy-unction-ebook

                     Hours of Prayer
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            The faith and holy traditions of the Believers Eastern Church go back to the directions and rituals that the apostles handed down to the church fathers, and the church fathers to us. The hours of prayer is one of the most significant aspects of the personal and co-operative spiritual lives of the people of God. This booklet explains the significance of the Hours of Prayer and how we can become part of this beautiful journey year after year.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/hours-of-prayer-ebook


                 Thablitha
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            The symbols and godly traditions of our holy faith help us to retain our identity, which is based on the One Holy Church. The Thablitha is an important symbol and component of the celebration of the Eucharist, which speaks of the Cross of Christ and His eternal sacrifice for our redemption.


 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/thablitha-ebook


                        The Plumb Line
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            Our faith is based solely on the Word of God. While the Nicene Creed is not part of the Holy Bible. Its importance is second only to that of the Holy Bible itself. Every believer should endeavour to be able to recite it from memory. The Nicene Creed is a short and condensed one-page version of the Holy Scriptures. This creed contains the non-negotiable fundamental truths and doctrines of the bible, and it covers God’s revelation from eternity past to eternity future. This book gives a brief explanation of the importance of the Nicene Creed and the meaning behind each its statements. It is important to understand the background and uniqueness of this creed for the sake of our faith, both individually and as a body of believers.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/the-plumb-line-ebook


                        The Seasons of Lent
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            What is Lent? Why does the church observe Lent? How do we benefit by adhering to the Lenten faith? Are there practical guidelines for observing Lent? Questions like these and many more, find their answers in this booklet.




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/the-seasons-of-lent-ebook

The Sign of the Cross
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            In the history of the world, there is one event that stands above all others. That event is the crucifixion of Christ. He gave His life for our salvation.

From the beginning of the church, the sign of the cross has been the symbol of Christian faith and hope. Making the sign of the cross is a ritual that binds us together as people of God. In this booklet, you learn the depth of meaning behind this symbol, and how this ritual can bring you blessing and hope.


 Download this book for free athttps://www.bec.org/store/the-sign-of-the-cross-ebook


               The Worship of the Church
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           The break-up of the church is one of the darker aspects of the Protestant Reformation during 1500 under Martin Luther of Germany. Now there are fourty-two thousand denominations, each of which claims to be the true and authentic church in their faith and practice! In this brief booklet, the authour tries to help the reader travel back in time to the first five-hundred years of the early orthodox faith of the church, to help us answer questions about a crisis of the modern-day church. The booklet explores how man has become the centre of worship instead of God, who should be the audience in our worship, and the follies of this new way..




 Download this book for free atwww.bec.org/store/the-worship-of-the-church-ebook
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